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NPO’s take hands  
Childline Gauteng and Thusanani are working together to better the outcomes 
for children. Recently the managers of the two organizations sat down and 
discussed how better collaboration and coordination between Thusanani and 
Childline can be implemented. Childline has expressed the need for occupational 
therapy assessment and treatment for the children from their Sunshine Safe 
House Project.  
Thusanani was more than willing to get stuck in and do the assessments of the 
babies, toddlers and pre-schoolers. Thusanani also offered  their training 
program that was developed specially for people working in the community.  This 
is a jam-packed, practical 12 hour training spread over three days which includes: 

 learning about development of the young child,  
 the what why and how of Play and  
 a session on making inexpensive toys. 

The staff of Childline have provisionally booked to do a training course starting 
3 November 2008 and are already identifying those children who would benefit 
from therapy. 

One of Thusanani’s very valued Senior Occupational Therapists has decided to leave us….it is with 
great sadness that we bid our farewells to Lyndsay Koch. Lyndsay has recently been offered a 
pediatric lecturing post in the Department of Occupational Therapy at the University of the 
Witwatersrand. This position has always been Lyndsay’s dream and she has decided to follow it.   
 
Lyndsay started her journey at Thusanani in May 2006 and has been an absolute asset to the 
organization. She has gone beyond the call of duty on a number of occasions and has been so 
valued in growing and developing Thusanani. Not only has Lyndsay been an exceptional 
therapist, touching the lives of those less fortunate, she has also been very involved with the 
administrative duties required to run an NPO. She has assisted in writing proposals for fund-
raising, planning and implementing a system for collecting relevant and appropriate statistics, as 
well as planning / evaluating the services offered by Thusanani. Lyndsay developed an excellent 
reputation amongst the children's homes that Thusanani provides a service to as well as amongst 
the staff she worked alongside. Her professional and compassionate approach to her work is 
admired by our team and beyond.  
 
Lyndsay is currently completing her Master's Degree at WITS University. Her research topic is: 
The Effect of training of caregivers on time-use of children living in residential care facilities. The 
Thusanani Children’s Foundation is a very young organisation (NPO) and therefore little research 
into the impact of our work on institutionalized children has been done. Her chosen topic is very 
relevant and the results of her research will strongly be taken into account when re-evaluating 
how our organisation achieves its mission and overall objectives. We look forward to receiving 
Lyndsay’s results and wish her all the best in completing her research.  
 
Lyndsay has the qualities and skills of a highly respected and unique Occupational Therapist. 
Thusanani has been very privileged to have had her as part of our team, sharing her skills and 
knowledge and providing an irreplaceable contribution to Orphaned and Vulnerable children 
living in South Africa. We wish Lynds all the very best for her future…..Thank you!  
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Calibri (Body)  

Wish List : 
 
Educational toys:   baby gym, baby doughnut, building blocks 
Other:   baby changing station   

If you would like to support us, you can make a secure Credit Card Donation via our website. 
Alternatively the following are our banking details: 
Bank: Nedbank 
Name of Account: 4ÈÅ 4ÈÕÓÁÎÁÎÉ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ &ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎ 
Branch: Melrose Arch 
Branch Code: 196-605 
Account Number: 1966 466226 
 

Fantastic Room Makeovers by the HR Department of Yum, the franchisor of KFC  
 
Thusanani has its office based in the Childrens’ Memorial Institute in Braamfontein, Johannesburg.  Here we do some of the 
therapy and assessment, although we also go to Children’s Homes.  We’ve been wanting to expand to have more room for 
therapy at our clinic.  Recently we were allocated some additional space to use for this purpose.  These rooms were in a 
dreadful condition and packed to the ceiling with old hospital equipment from days gone by.  We had neither the funds nor 
the manpower to empty these rooms and re-do them. 
Then the phone call came form Yum asking us if they could assist us in some way.  And did they change things!  With hard 
work over the days before the makeover, the rooms were prepared for the team to come in and do the painting. On the 10th 
of October it was a buzz of excitement. With their hard work, gradually our dreary rooms turned into a paradise for 
children.  Their choice of colours was excellent; blue and green and yellow.  The theme of Winnie the Pooh fits in well with 
our activities and the mural of Nemo tops it all off.  
At the official handover of the rooms on 27 October, our kids were treated to entertainment by Chicky, cake and of course 
KFC!  We salute you for the hard work and the commitment.  Thank you for the change you have made in our lives and the 
lives of the children that receive therapy.   
The children love the new rooms and it gives us much more space to treat.  Once again….THANKS Yum! 
 

KFC  bringing  change  for  Thusanani 
 

 

 

 
 

Read more about us on our blog:  thusananfoundation.blogspot.com 

 

 
 

 


