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The Charity Mile – Our Day at the Races  

 
On the 1st of November the Charity Mile horse race was run at Turffontein. Thusanani were lucky enough to be invited as one of the 
16 charities to benefit from this event. It works as follows:  The Charity draws the name of a horse and is allocated a celebrity as well 
as a corporate sponsor. The race is run and all the charities go home with prize money depending on their horses finishing position. 
The prize money ranged from R100,000 for first place to R20,000 for the last place.  
 
We were very excited that our celebrity was Khotso Mokoena, South Africa’s national hero. He was the only South African to bring 
home a medal from the Olympics, winning a silver medal for the long jump. We enjoyed his company at the luncheon at the races and 
found him to be a very humble and interesting young man. He asked some keen questions about Thusanani and the work we do.  
 
Our horse was Purple Rain.  The odds were against him winning, and although we held thumbs it turned out that it wasn’t meant to 
be. He came 3rd from the back. Still, he brought us home a cool R20,000. This will cover 200 hours of much needed occupational 
therapy for developmentally delayed underprivileged children, as well as 100 hours of training for the care workers that look after 
these children, focusing on promotion of normal development. 
 
To top it all off, the trustees and staff from Thusanani had a wonderful afternoon in the presence of Khotso and other high profile 
South African celebrities, such as Danny K, Lee-Ann Liebenberg, Oscar Pistorius, Percy Montgomery, Edith Venter, Vanessa 
Carreira, Claudia Henkel, Jake White, Malaika and PJ Powers. Thanks to Ten Thousand Stallions Management, Phumelela Gaming 
and Leisure Limited and all the corporate sponsors (especially the Daily Sun) for making the day a great success! 
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Calibri (Body)  

 

Wish List :  
 
Educational toys:     Wooden puzzles , Building blocks  

 

Other:     Therapy  (exercise)  mats , Fridge,  White board easel 
 

Office equipment :  Projector, Laptop and Screen for training  

If you would like to support us, you can make a secure Credit Card Donation via our website (click on the green 
button on our home page). Alternatively the following are our banking details: 
Bank:  Nedbank 
Name of Account: 4ÈÅ 4ÈÕÓÁÎÁÎÉ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ &ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎ 
Branch:  Melrose Arch 
Branch Code: 196-605 
Account Number : 1966 466226 
 

Baby O was abandoned at her creche when she was 1 month old. Her mother never came to 
fetch her after she supposedly went to work. She stayed at the creche with no -one giving her 
much attention until social services removed her 9 months later and placed her in a loving and 
caring Children's Home in Johan nesburg. She was underfed and weighed as much (as little 
really) as a baby of 3 months.  
 
Although she was supposed to be able to crawl, she had little head control, was unable to 
focus and did not do anything with her hands except suck her fists. Unable to  focus on a toy 
and unable to hold a toy she was happy just lying in a cot. She only made whimpering sounds. 
Her legs were as thin as my thumb.  
 
We started with an intensive home programme and follow up for 
occupational therapy treatment every second week . With our 
training, t he care giver at the Children's Home worked relentlessly 
every day to help Baby O  practice to roll over, spend time on her 
stomach and lift her head while talking to her . She also  show ed her 
that she is precious and cared for.   
 
NOW T HREE MONTHS LATER SHE IS ABLE TO SIT!   
 
Baby O  has a keen interest in what's going on around her and will 
try and grab a toy if you bring it closer. She coos and make all the 
happy sounds a baby should make , and  can recognise the people she 
knows. She has fattened up and looks healthy.  
 
What a lovely miracle. We hope she will continue to make progress 
and start crawling... and walking ... and running ... and staying happy 
AND find a forever family!  
 

This is not a picture of Baby 

O, but a picture of Heleen 

holding another happy baby 

we have treated in the past. 

This is to protect Baby O’s 

identity. 

BABY ôOõ - ABANDONED AT ONE MONTH   
 

Have you visited our Blog yet?  Go to http://thusananifoundation.blogspot.com and read about 

our daily  joys and triumphs.  The little things that mean a lot to us. 


