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Toys, toys for girls and boys! 
 

Thusanani has been busy doing a stock take and drawing up the 

lists of toys urgently needed by the various Children’s Homes we 

deal with in and around Johannesburg.  After Christmas we 

received wonderful donations and we thank everybody who so 

generously donated. All of those donations have now been 

distributed and have put smiles on the faces or children.  There is 

still a need for specific toys. These are listed below so you can 

have a look in your toy boxes.  We need a large number of 

Educational Types of toys for the age group of three years and 

older.  We need: 

 

 Balls of various sizes, especially the spiky ones.  They 

tend to be easier to practice the skill of catching and 

throwing of a ball. We need small, medium, and large. 

 Wooden puzzle where the child can be taught to fit the 

picture into the board.  The themes of farm animals, 

transport and everyday objects are always a hit. 

 Easy jigsaw puzzles (12 pieces up to 36 pieces).   

 ANY toys from the SMILE Toys range:  Logishapes, 

pegboards, geostacks, building blocks, memory games.  

We can’t get enough of them. 
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While we seem to be on the Brag Box……… 
  

 The Thusanani Cape Town Branch is becoming a reality.  We have 

two very dedicated Occupational Therapists down there who are 

setting up the service, Marilize and Liza .  The current plan is that the 

service will roll out on the 1st of August.  They have promised to let 

us know in the Newsletter how their plans are going.  We are 

currently funding for this new project and are eagerly waiting the start 

of our new branch. We are very excited that we will now be a 

national organisation! 

 

 The Thusanani Durban Branch is also in the pipeline. The Big Shoes 

Foundation has approached us to get involved with them at their 

Durban branch and be part of the Adoption Assessment Process.  We 

are very keen and will hopefully be interviewing for a position in 

Durban very soon. 

 

 Thusanani Johannesburg Branch, or” Head Office” as we like to now 

call ourselves has a Speech Therapist on board doing volunteer work 

for us.  Currently Sarah Taylor is doing one afternoon a week seeing 

some of the children that are coming for Occupational Therapy in the 

afternoon.  She has also promised to train our Occupational 

Therapists.  Welcome Sarah, we are very pleased to have you on 

board! 

LATEST STATISTICS! 
When I look at our statistics for the year I stand in awe of the 

vast amount of work already done and we are only at the end of 

May.  From January 2009 to date we have: 

New files opened for children living in a Children’s Home  100 

Training courses run, some still current 10 

Attendees of our training for the Caregivers in Children’s 
Homes (including those currently attending) 

46 

Attendees of our training for Caregivers working in the 
community (including those currently attending) 

67 

 

The Children’s Homes where training is taking place currently 

include: 

 Nazareth House 
 Lambano Baby Sanctuary 
 Botshabelo 
 The Love of Christ Ministries 

 

 Compared to the figures of last year we have managed to 

double the impact we have on our Vulnerable and Orphaned 

Children, compared to the same time last year.   

 

Well done to our staff who are working so hard and are so 

dedicated.  Also a big thank you to those volunteers supporting 

us, and the donors that make it all possible. 

mailto:thusananifoundation@telkomsa.net
http://www.thusanani.org.za/


WWalibri ody)  

Wish List :  
Empty 2l ice cream boxes.      Typek boxes  
CD Player and cdõs 

If you would like to support us, you can make a secure Credit Card Donation via our website (click on the green 
button on our home page). Alternatively the followi ng are our banking details: 
Bank:  Nedbank 
Name of Account: 4ÈÅ 4ÈÕÓÁÎÁÎÉ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ &ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎ 
Branch:  Melrose Arch 
Branch Code: 196-605 
Account Number : 1966 466226 
 

Have you visited our Blog yet?  Go to 

http://thusananifoundation.blogspot.com and read about our daily joys 

and triumphs. The little things that mean a lot to us. 

 

 

 

 MOTHER THERESAõS HOME  
AND THE TOY LIBRARY    

 

It has been a busy past few months at Mother 

Theresaõs. The babies have been receiving therapy 

once a week, and the stimulation the babies have 

received is having a positive im pact. For example, 

when little Joy  was first referred, her muscles were very 

stiff and she was unable to roll or sit unsupported.  In 

the past few months we have watched her progress 

into a happy interactive little girl who is now practicing 

her crawling! Well done Joy, we knew you could d o it!  

 

The toddlersõ weekly visit to the Toy Library is a highlight 

for them.  They spend time in the Library while waiting 

for their therapy.  Here they practice the skills needed 

when starting school.  

 

In therapy , specific areas of their delayed 

develop ment is addressed , such as poor ability to use 

the two sides of the body in coordination.  A particular 

favourite with the boys is the new swing in the gross 

motor area!  

 

You might be wondering what the Toy Library is that 

we speak of.  The Toy Library is actually the ALL -SA 

(Active Learning Libraries ð South Africa).  They have a 

òcome and playó centre here in the Childrenõs 

Memorial Institute where children have access to toys 

and play opportunities.  It is a free service and we 

appreciate having them so close by.  Learn more 

about them on www.activelearninglibraries.org.za  

 

  

YUM! Brands do it again. 

 

We’ve received a very generous donation from YUM! Brands (the holding 

company for KFC in South Africa).  The HR Team in South Africa has won the 

competition held around World Hunger Day in 2008 with their effort of 

refurbishment of our therapy rooms. They then very kindly decided to donate 

their prize money to us.  This money will enable us to pay the salary of a part 

time therapist for six months.  That in turn means the world to the Children we 

serve.  Thank You YUM! Brands.  

 

DONATIONS  
Thank you to everyone 
who has made generous 
donations to us.  These 
are welcomed by our 
homes and all the children  
that are benefitting from 
these donations.  

http://www.activelearninglibraries.org.za/

