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Our Annual Christmas Party!  
 

Once again, our annual Christmas party was a great success. The outing was held on the 29
th
 of November as it 

had to be postponed by a week due to bad weather. We hosted children from the pre-school in Mshungaville 

Squatter camp (children dressed in blue) and The Old Soweto Hostel (children not wearing a uniform). These 

children come from extreme poverty and most have never left their home environments. The teacher told us that 

the ride on the bus alone was an amazing experience for the children. We started the day with a tractor ride 

through the zoo. The ride stopped at the elephant, the tiger, the polar bear, the lions and the chimpanzees. It was 

so exciting to watch their delight as they saw these animals for the first time in their lives, all shouting out the 

name of the respective animal in unison, over and over. At the end of the tractor ride, we found a shady picnic 

spot where all the children received a party pack with drinks and snacks, as well as a delicious hot dog for 

lunch. Then it was time for the funfair rides. The children could not contain their excitement trying to decide 

which ride to go on; the rockets, the train or the elephant ride. They loved it! Next was ópass the parcelô where 

we ensured every child had a chance to unwrap one layer and find a little prize. This was followed by face 

painting by our volunteers which is always a hit. The day ended off with each child receiving a great Christmas 

present - Age appropriate and educational toys for each child! In addition, each care worker received a 

wonderful hamper. All the children sang very cute songs before we packed up, which caused some of us to get a 

big lump in our throats. The exhausted group were then transported home in their bus. I cannot say whose 

smiles were the biggest ï those that gave or those that received! The Trustees and staff of Thusanani would like 

to thank all the volunteers who gave so willingly of their time and the generous people who donated food, gifts 

and money to make the party possible. We hope you enjoy the pictures! 
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