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w ADOPTION CLINIC

The team at Thusanani is amazing. In the period from January to end of April 2010 they have already seen 50 babies at the Adoption Clinic run on a
Thursday morning. A total of 89 visits were logged which gives a fair indication how the dedicated team prefers to do an evaluation rather on two
occasions than just once off. This gives a better overall picture of the baby’s development and leaves room to confirm or discard an observatio

made at first introduction.

This service was used by seventeen Childrens Homes from within the greater Johannesburg area. The referrals
mostly came from The Big Shoes Foundation. All the babies referred to Thusanani for the adoption clinic were
babies that are in line to be placed up for adoption. Our evaluation assisted the paediatrician to decide if a child
can be passed as “normal” or “special needs”.

During our assessment of the baby we will looked at milestones of development and determined if the baby had
reached those milestones expected of a baby of that particular age. Aspects of particular interest were the gross
motor development, fine motor development, social development and cognitive development. We also took note
of specific aspects of pre-language skills as well as language skills in older children. After (in most cases) two
visits a report are compiled and a recommendation made. The recommendations were one of the following:

@ Development normal, baby on par for age

8 Development delayed baby behind in specific aspects of development, therapy indicated short term
@ Baby with Special Needs, likely to need ongoing therapy long term.

&  Further investigation needed, please refer to specialist.

Of the 50 babies seen during January to April, 19 were not found to be on par for age and are currently receiving
ongoing therapy. Eleven of these babies currently seen for therapy on a short term basis stand to overcome their
delay and will soon receive an updated report stating they are on par for age. Eight babies were diagnosed with a
permanent disability and will continue with therapy until they are placed in residential care or adopted with full
disclosure of their support needs.

WELCOME TO OURBABY HEAVEN!

It's bright, colourful and filled with toys... It's our hew
adoption clinict Qur nhew adoption CliniCc area is spacious and
we now have the Capacity to see at |east 3 babies at a time. The
adoption cClinic is situated in the sunniest room Of our hew
premises. What’s great about the |oCation is that it is adjoined
€0 oUr gross motor area, unlike in our old premises, which makes
access to the Vestibular stimulation equipment and sensory play
such as the sand pit more accessible. It also allows for
SUfFicient area spacCe for our Creepy Crawly babies to explore.

AS we now have a waiting room for the Caregivers, the Clinic
area is hever overfilled with Caregivers and other babies who
are waiting to be assessed. SO how, the therapists have better
ohe on one time for assessments without any distractions.

We are currently seeing approXimately 8-10 babies on our cClinic
mornings which is once a week and due to the inCreased
number of babies awaiting adoptionh, we have to0 accommodate
and see babies on a Wednesday morning as well.
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OUR NEW PREMISES AT CMI

Having just moved into our beautiful new rooms and having set
up the therapy areas, offices and store rooms we are thrilled to
be working in these lovely spaces. We all know from
experience that moving house is the time when you realize how
much you have . . . and how much you still want. Moving
therapy rooms are no different. We find ourselves marveling in
the additional space; having a designated waiting room, store
rooms adjacent to each other; adequate therapy space where we
can work individually or in small groups and in the luxury of
having a training room.

We are incredibly thankful to Transvaal Burglar Proofing who
did our safety gates and door locks — thank you for your
ongoing support. We are also indebted to Rudolf and David of
Alsfine and Angus Architects for paying for the painting of the
new premises. This was a huge job as the walls and the ceiling
were in a terrible state.

To complete the renovations and decorate these new premises is
the next task at hand. The windows are still bare, the floor
coverings (especially the carpeted areas) shabby, and the
lightning in the offices and training room need the expert hand
of an electrician. We have also left the bathrooms, kitchen area
and the waiting room un-renovated since all these areas need a
thorough refurbishment and is likely to be separate projects for
Sponsors.

The everyday things we need include:
Heaters for winter
Two white boards

& Donations
We have had some lovely donations of toys,
baby clothing. Also furniture and security; and
also some kind people’s time helping us move
in and fix up our new premises. Thank you to
all these people.

HELP US PLAY SAFE!!

The team at Thusanani are
saddened by the current state of
our outdoor play area and jungle
gym . The area and equipment
have become unsafe for children
to use and therefore children
seen at Thusanani are no longer
able to enjoy the outdoor play
experience which is  very
beneficial for their development.

The grass and land is in poor
condition- very thorny and
uneven. Some of the wooden
planks and poles have been eaten
away at by termites and have
splints. A few of the wooden
slates have been  broken
completely resulting in
protruding nails.

Some of the children very
seldom have the opportunity to
play outdoors and feel the
sensation of the grass. With the
outdoor play area in such
appalling condition they are
unable to have this experience.

Jungle gym play allows for
children to develop balance, co-
ordination, muscle strengthening
and even encourages children to
plan their routes and play
together in groups. With a safe
jungle gym children will be able
to enhance their development.

We would like to refurbish our
outdoor area at some time in the
future.

Have you visited our Blog yet? Go to .. . . .
y 8 Baby Curtainhing for our adoption Clinhic

http://thusananifoundation.blogspot.com and read about our daily joys and
triumphs. The little things that mean a lot to us.

— 6-9 drops.

If you would like to support us, you can make a secure Credit Card Donation via our website (click on the green
button on our home page). Alternatively the following are our banking details:

Bank: Nedbank

Name of Account:4 EA 4EOOAT AT E #EEI AOAT 80 &I O1 AAGET 1

Branch: Melrose Arch

Branch Code: 196-605

Account Number : 1966 466226




